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SPOTLITE on FANDOM

LET ME TELL YOU ABOUY MY OPEIATICH Tor the benefit of those anxicus

long-term subscribers and others who
have been patiently awaiting FI'F #19 Lor more than a month, here is the
excuse, On QOcbober 20, while at work at my lonely vigil, I came dowa
with vhat I was later to discover was appendicitis, (I am writing in
the first person of Illarvey Inman, ) iy trouble was diagnoscd as gall
bladder btrouble by the local medical profession, and in due course a
vayming opening was created in the appropriate place, Out cawme the gall
bladder, with a minimum of coremony, RFarther browsing around by the
sur-eon disclesed the deplorable condition of my avpendix, With a few
rore strokes I was parted with anoltlhier conmpounent with wmich I had noped
to enjoy a lifelons asgociation, .,. Amtong hospital visitors were local
fans B, Joe Fekete, Bill Dowers, and Dill Ballardi, who gazed with
horror upon the wrecltage of the former hard-drinking, hard-fighting,
ebc., fan. .,. 30 that is my excuse for beinsg late this tire. Amateur
publishing just ¢id not seem Lo be of pressing importance at the tine.
iy health should be bacl: to normal in a few nore weelis, bul I still feel
it necessary that I cut this issue shorter than normal, Also, all this
is beingz composed on stencil and what news items I have will he presen-
ted more informally than usual, Let!s see vhat hapnens,

A letter from Avran Davidson, who rccently moved to lexdlco and is sone-
how editing PFantasy & SF by remote control, mentions briefly I'ls nils-
fortunes in making the rove, e speculates: 'Had we known hou often
and expensively our car would brealr doyn ern routc to the Hexlean borde,
we would have atbended the Con {DisCon), Tlowr all the way -- and still
saved moneyl“ A further epithet in reference to the tripn, I hesgitate
to reproduce. Avram further says he is passing along James Blish's
renarlits at the DisGon,favorini o pgeneral revival of lettercolurmns in the
pro mess, to his publisher, "Our recently instituted lettercoluwn has
aet with nmixed receptions, lereby I extend a general ianvitation €o
write Lettors to POST -~ not just !'Podink's story was the greatest and
I liked Glop's illo!, bhut ‘Thought Provoling Communications(” Thatb
guote from Avram Davidson, whogse address is now: Quinta Chelius,
Libertad 13, Amecameca, rex,, liexico.
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Joe TWekete, local Ohio fan, who has been living in Chicago since July,
1962, has returned to Ohio, and is living in the Cleveland area, ¢ was
able to get a job in Cleveland and expects the move to be perianent

Joe denies a ruror thai he was nmarried while in Chicapo, During the
short tine he has heen back, he has turned himself into a hotbed of
fannish activity. Por instance, I am in receipt of a form letter stat-
ing there will be a meeting November 30 at the Cleveland-Sheraton Hotel
in Cleveland for the purpose of forming the Clevention IL committee and
nalking a bid for the con in 1966, I will not be able to attend because
of my uorlt schedule, but there will be an I’ spy present to report

for next issue, Joe's new addresz: 12315 Plover, Lalzewood, Ohio,

John Boardman says two sf prozrams are currently broadcast over WKCR
and WKCR-TFM (HYC vicinity)., °IKCR is a closed-circuit AM station local
to the Columbia campus, while WKCR-IM broadcasts an educational sche-
dule to the public at 69,9 mc. One of the »rograns is "Dreadful John
at Widnight," at 12:00 Fi every Tuesday. 'The other program is Ivred
Lerner's "Fxploring Secience Piction," on alternatce 'Yednesday evenings
geamatie i ()

I recently submitbed a short article to DROADCAST EUGIWIEBRING, a tech-
nical may of the broadcast industry, with the hope of adding a new
rejection. 31ip to my collection from PLANET STORIES and STARTLIIG, A
Fevw weeks later 1 was shocked and disconcerted o receive a check
instead, I swiftly exchanged it for real nmoney before sorieone changed
his mind,

Thorias S, Gardner, writer in the sf field in the '30's and an active

fan and reader in the field for some 30 years, was found dead in his
Rutherford, i, . home on ¥ovember 11, The death was listed by authori-
ties as a sulcide from swallowing an unlknown amount of nicotine sulihate,
lie was 55 and had been employed at iloffman-La loche in Clifton, ', 4.,
since 1946, In recent vears he had been a member of the Lastern =i
Association, Less than two months ano, he sold the bull of his sf
collection to Gerry de la Res,

One of %the most inmportant fannish docwnents in a long while is almost
ready for distribuiion, Dicl: Bney is publishing a lennthy article by
Alva .opers uvhich is a critique on, supplenent, and otherulse concerned
17ith Irancis 1. Laney's vell-known "Ah, Sueet Ldioeoy!”

iiilkte Deckinger says two neu fantasy films have been released, which he

considers above averase in quality: ‘“The llaunting® and ".iass of the
Vampire." ... Former WY fan Elliot Shorter, now in the Army, will go

to Georzia for six weeks of training as an MP, ,,. Inglishfan Pe?er
Singleton expects wo be in the hospical for another Tuo Feors, if
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KFOWABLE #% (John Boardman, 592 l6th Avenue, Brooklyn 18, H. Y, 11218
irregular, 25¢) John's ponderous and over-labored Story continues in }
this iassue, taking up nearly ten pages with the further account of the
adventures of 3ir Tinley the Purest and his squire bumbert. Much of the
background is derivative from ouher aspects of heroie fantasy, and if
you nommally go for this sort of thing then chances are you wen't object
too strongly to The Story, I7 vhere is a point %o this weighty conglo-
umeration I've lost 1t¢, but Joln scems. to enjoy writing it, and that's
justification enoush, There are two pages of John's DisCon imnhressions,
which oddly enough contains the first ceriticism of a devlorable Japanese
cartoon gerices called "Astro-Doy," Lveryonc else scciled so overcone by
the sheer novelty of its presentation that they overloolked its basic --
and many -- faults., "Scicnce Hade Too Easy' has a fewr good lines, and a
skinpy lettercolwm closes thins, KVOWADLE remains on the same quality
level that prior issues have estahlighed, 1It's not really bad, but there
appears to be no erfort towards improvement,

BHCLAVE @y (Joe Pilati, 111 South Highland Avenue, Pearl River, . ¥,
10965, bi~-monthly, 35¢) This is a fanzine to watch, If it continues to
agrow at its wmresent rate of expaunsion, it will be a sure lugo contender
in the years to cone, Joe, a refugce from satire-comlc fandom, has fin-
ally concentrated on & fanzine that is more of a Iixture of our fandon,
The results are impressive and highly favorable, This issue 13 the best
EiCLAVE to sec print and the largest (66 pages), the material consists
of o mebiculously detailed, though strangely uninvelving,appraisal of
AFALOG by taul Williams, a jazz column by Ted Yhite, some"iother Goose
Re jects of Don Ldwing's, which sheculd have beenn LICLALVE rejects as well,
a flurry of boolk reviews, Tilm reviecws, and rocord reviews, nonc of them
really bad, and 2 long and entertaining lettercol, The repro is excel--
lent, Joe manages to project his opinions with a minimum of confusion,
and there is a sbteady, assured air about the fanzine that cnhences 1ts
readability, BHCLAVE has captured an accomplished stafl of colwrmnists:
Tec White on jazz, the Coulsons on folk sinpging, bhob siewart on films,
Slrip Milliamson on anything (and beginning next issue Jung and Yhought-
less freom Cinder)., Skip “Williamson »roves he's o better cartoonist than
hon colwadst by pobting himself involved in a ncedloss semantic tangle
ovor theoclogy, Thomas Paine, and a few other things uhich are never
satisfactorily resclved or cwvein exnlainedy And Paul Uilliams easily
catablishes himself as the most worthy recipiocnt of the Robert Jennings
Oak Leaf Cluster for Shecr Wordiness and Typewriter Treror,

CRY #L70 (CRY, Dox 92, 507 Third Avenue, Seattle I, Washington, 25¢,
trades, letters, bi-monthly) CRY is still the sawme old CRY as cver,
and let us all prostrate ourasclves and Tervently offer the desp convie-
tion that it remains this way, with not a anudzge or wrinlkle te tarmish
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its image, Of course, Wally Yeber's "Minutes" is gone, the victim of
CRY's altered schedule, but Wally is still ‘here, and that's sufficlent.
Here too is John Berry, as always, an ATOM cartoon cover, sone good
editorial chatterings, the famous- lettercolum, which is not up to the
high standards of a few years ago, and other odds and ends, "CRY of th=:
Readers” has becorle less of a selective clique and more of a corment-ande
eomplaipn forum, The chanze shows and will probably remain permanent,
This issue leads off with Wally Weber's DisCon report, which snubs the
social activities by skipping mention of the particg, Considering the
fact that the parties were among the hest I can recall from four world-
cons, this is a disseprvice to the reacders that deserves correction, ot
that 1 expect anyone to recall with crystal clarity how the parties
went, most of the attendess didn't seeir to be in the mood to recall
anything, except wvhere the last drink went, Ancd John Boardman was the
character in the Black Dunce Cap and Priests Rohes who swrmoned u the
demons that put a halt to the impromptu swordplay hetween Tritz Leiber
and L, Sprague de Camp at the opening.

HYPIET #3l. (Walt Willis, 170 Upper ¥'Ards Rd,, Belfast l., k. Ireland,
bil-monthly, 15¢) This is a special issue of HVPUEN and entirely devobed
to the Chicon gectlon of Walt's trip and travel report, It represents
Willis at his best and most productive, offering some cogent criticisms
of our national institutions like Greyhound and the Pick-Congress, and
some astube reporting and cormentary on the convention and attendees,
including the famous Heinlein Arrivals, How that AZS has folded, the
qemaind&r of the travel report will bLe appeariug Lo IYFULN, which is
Just one nore reason why you should get it if you don't already, There
is a short supply of typical Willis puns (Why does a Chicon cross the
road?), none quite so devastating as thoce of yore, but then Willis was
under a terrific strain throughout the conveantion and unable to adequa-
tely eaploy his pun-making faculties, Next issuc (it says) IIVPHEN will
return to its usual format; the absence of such is painfully evident
here, despite the hipgh quality of the con-report, Waldls qgute repor-
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ting style and his captivating sense of humor ma'te tif¥s, '{F defini-
tely worth obtaining. # e \\\
~
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